
Indirect Questions In Use



When forming indirect questions, we can use various preface phrases to introduce them.
The choice of preface phrase can affect the tone, politeness, and the level of detail
expected in the response. Here are some common preface phrases and their implications:

"I was wondering": This phrase is commonly used to introduce indirect
questions in a polite and respectful manner. It conveys a sense of curiosity
and can help build rapport by showing interest in the other person's
perspective.

"Could you tell me": This phrase is straightforward and polite, requesting
information without sounding too demanding. It is useful when seeking
specific details or explanations.

Example: "I was wondering if you could provide some insights into your decision-
making process."

Example: "Could you tell me how you managed to overcome that challenge?"

How do I sound when I use these Indirect
Questions?



"Do you mind if I ask": This phrase seeks permission before asking the question, which
can demonstrate respect and consideration for the other person's boundaries. It is
suitable when inquiring about sensitive or personal topics.

"Could you shed some light on": This phrase is used to politely request further
explanation or clarification on a particular topic. It implies a desire for more details and
can be effective in eliciting a thorough response. 

Example: "Do you mind if I ask about your long-term career goals?" 

Example: "Could you shed some light on the factors that influenced your decision?"

How do I sound when I use these Indirect
Questions?



How do I sound when I use these Indirect
Questions?

"I'd be interested to know": This phrase expresses genuine curiosity and a willingness to
learn from the other person's perspective. It encourages open sharing and can foster a
sense of collaboration.

"Would you be able to explain": This phrase seeks an explanation or description and is
suitable when requesting a clear and concise response. It can be used to elicit specific
information or instructions.

Example: "I'd be interested to know how your experiences have shaped your views on
leadership."

Example: "Would you be able to explain the steps involved in the project implementation?"

Remember, the choice of preface phrase should align with the context and the
relationship between the individuals involved. Being polite, considerate, and
genuinely interested in the other person's viewpoint can help create a positive
and productive interaction.



Reporting Verb: "She asked"
Verb Tense: Past simple tense changes to past perfect tense
Pronouns: "You" changes to "he"
Word Order: The word order changes to subject + verb

Direct Question: "Where did you buy that book?"

Indirect Question: She asked where he had bought that book.

By following these steps, the direct question is transformed into an indirect
question while maintaining the same meaning and conveying the question
in a more polite or formal manner.

What Changes Exactly:
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"Why are you crying?" he asked.
He asked why she was crying.
"Have you finished your project?" she wanted to know.
She wanted to know if he had finished his project.
"What did you eat for lunch?" they asked.
They asked what he had eaten for lunch.
"Where are you going?" he inquired.
He inquired where she was going.
"Can you help me with this problem?" she asked.
She asked if he could help her with that problem.

Decide whether the following sentences are in direct or indirect form.
Rewrite the indirect questions as direct questions and vice versa.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

Let's Practice!



"Where did you buy that beautiful dress?"
"Are you planning to travel abroad this summer?"
"Why did you choose this career path?"
"How often do you exercise?"
"What time does the train depart?"
"Did you enjoy the movie?"
"Have you ever been to Paris?"
"Who is your favorite author?"
"Are you going to the party?"
"When will the new product be released?"

Decide whether the following sentences are in direct or indirect form.
Rewrite the indirect questions as direct questions and vice versa.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

Let's Practice!


