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Exercises 

- What do you say in these situations?
1 Of course you don't expect to win the lottery. Which do you say?

a lf I win the lottery, l'll buy a big house. O 
b lf I won the lottery, l'd buy a big house. [Z] (bis correct)

2 You're not going to sell your car because it's old and not worth much. Which do you say? 
a lf I sell my car, I won't get much money for it. O 
b lf I sold my car, I wouldn't get much money for it. xO

3 You often see Sarah. A friend of yours wants to contact her. Which do you say? 
a lf I see Sarah, l'll tell her to call you. xO
b lf I saw Sarah, l'd tell her to call you. O 

4 You don't expect that there will be a fire in the building. Which do you say? 
a What will you do if there is a fire in the building? O
b What would you do if there was a fire in the building? xO

5 You've never lost your passport. You can only i magi ne it. 
a I don't know what l'll do if I lose my passport. O 
b I don't know what l'd do if I lost my passport. xO

6 Somebody stops you and asks the way to a bank. Which do you say? 
a lf you go right at the end of this street, you'll see a bank on your left. xO
b lf you went right at the end of this street, you'd see a bank on your left. O 

7 You're in a lift. There is an emergency button. Nobody is going to press it. Which do you say? 
a What will happen if somebody presses that button? O 
b What would happen if somebody pressed that button7 xO

- Put the verb into correct form.
1 l'd be very scared if somebody poi.,n� (point) a gun at me. 
2 I can't afford to buy a car. lf I .... (buy) a car, l'd have to borrow the money. 
3 Don't lend Amy your car. lf she .... (ask) me, I wouldn't !end her mine. 
4 lf the computer factory closed down, many people ....................................... (lose) their jobs. 
5 I don't think Gary and Emma will get married. I ... .. ..... ...... .. .... .......... (be) amazed if they did. 
6 What would you do if you .. (be) in a lift and it ..... ... .... ....... (stop) 

between floors? 
7 lf somebody .... .................................. (give) me f10,000, I . ..... . ....... . .. (have) a very long holiday. 

- Write sentences beginning lf ... .
1 We've decided not to catch the 10.30 train. (arrive too early)

.. lf rJe .. �gr,t; f;ng, .. JQ,.30. tn;x..i�1� .. rJe/.4 Q-.rr�ye to.9 e.w�.... . ..... . ..... . ......
2 Kevin is not going to do his driving test now. (fail)

lf he ............................. .. ... .... .... ........ .. ... ............................. .. ... . ................................. .... . ................................ . 
3 We've decided not to stay at a hotel. (cost too much) 

lf 
4 Sally isn't going to leave her job. (not / get another one) 

5 We've decided not to invite Ben to the party. (have to invite his friends too) 

6 l'm not going to tell him what happened. (not / believe me) 

- Use your own ideas to complete these sentences.
1 lf I won a lot of money, .. I 'd., btA!:J a,, .. no.tAse.

3 lf you bought a car, .................................................... . 
4 l'd be surprised if ............................................ . 
5 Would you mind if ... ............... . .. .......... ... . 

n 

bought
asked

would lose
would be

were stopped

would havegave

did the driving test now, he could fail.

we decided to stay at a hotel, we would spend too much

if sally left her job, she wouldn't get another one

if Ben came to the party, we would have to invite his friends too if we invited Ben, we'd have to 
invite his friends too
if I told him what hapened, he wouldn't believe me

2 l'd be very angry if.. I had do.... \...... . .. .done an error
you would go to work faster

you came to my party
I used your pen



Study this example situation: 

Sarah wants to phone Paul, but she can't do this because 
she doesn't know his number. She says: 

lf I knew his number, I would phone him. 

Sarah says: lf I knew his number .... This tells us that she 
doesn't know his number. She is imagining the situation. 
The real situation is that she doesn't know his number. 

When we i magi ne a situation like this, we use if + past (if I knew / if you were / if we didn't etc.). 
But the meaning is present, not past: 

O There are many things l'd like to do if I had more time. {but I don't have time) 
O lf I didn't want to go to the party, I wouldn't go. (but I want to go) 
C We wouldn't have any money if we didn't work. (but we work) 
O lf you were in my position, what would you do? 
O lt's a pity he can't drive. lt would be useful if he could. 

We use the past in the same way after wish {I wish I knew / I wish you were etc.). We use wish to 
say that we regret something, that something is not as we would like it to be: ________ ___ 

G I wish I knew Paul's phone number. 
(= I don't know it and I regret this) 

O Do you ever wish you could fly? 
{you can't fly) 

O lt rains a lot here. I wish it didn't rain so much. 
O lt's very crowded here. I wish there weren't so 

many people. {there are a lot of people) 
G I wish I didn't have to work tomorrow, but 

unfortunately I do. 

lf I were / if I was 

After if and wish, you can use were instead of was {if I were / I wish it were etc.). 
lf I was / I wish it was are also possible. So you can say: 

O lf I were you, I wouldn't buy that coat. or 

CJ l'd go far a walk if it weren't so cold. or 

8 I wish she were here. or 

lf I was you, ... 
... if it wasn't so cold. 
I wish she was here. 

We do not normally use would in the if-part of the sentence or after wish: 

:= lf I were rich, I would travet a lot. (not lf I would be rich) 
O Who would you ask if you needed help? (not if you would need) 
O I wish I had something to read. (not I wish I would have) 

Sometimes wish ... would is possible: I wish you would listen. See Unit 41. 

Could sometimes means 'would be able to' and sometimes 'was/were able to': 
O She could get a better job (she could get = she would be able to get) 

if she could speak English. (if she could speak = if she was/were able to speak) 
O I wish I could help you. (I wish I could = I wish I was able) 

Could ➔ Units 26-27 lf I do/ if I did ➔ Unit 38 
lf I had known / I wish I had known ➔ Unit 40 Wish ➔ Unit 41 



I would help
we lived

we would live
it would taste

was
I wouldn't wait I would go

you didn't go

there weren't
there wouldn't be

woud buy it cost less/ it was cheaper

would go out if we afforded it / could afford it








